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CONFORMABLE AIR BREATHING ROOF TILE 

This invention relates to an air breathing roof tile which conforms 
in profile to the solid roof tile with which it is 'intended to be 
used for the roofing of a building. 

Building Regulations require the roof voids of new buildings to be 
ventilated. Existing roof tiles are of solid construction and when 
used over a complete roof do not allow the required ventilation. Con- 
sequently, special vents which interface with the solid tiles are 
used to meet the ventilation requirement. The exterior profiles of 
these vents do not conform to the exterior profiles of the solid 
tiles with which they are intended to be used, consequently the lines 
formed by the solid tiles of a roof are broken by these vents. 
According to the present invention, means are provided for air to 
flow through the body of a roof tile construction while maintaining 

• .... 

tile exterior dimensions and profile in conformation with the 
corresponding solid tiles with which the hollow tile is intended to 
be used. The cavity within the hollow tile is open at one end face to 
the air external to the roof when installed and at the opposite end 
face or underside is open to the air within the jgcsf void, thus 
allowing air to pass freely between roof void and the atmosphere 
external to the roof. The cavity of the hollow tile may have internal 
structural ribs. Built into the tile, or as an added insert, is a 
grid to keep out insects. The proportional area of roof covered by 
hollow tiles is unlimited excepting the minimum ventilation require- 
ment. 

Two specific embodiments- of the invention are described by way of an 
example. 

Figure 1. shows a pictorial view of an embodiment of the invention in 
a plain tile profile. When installed in a roof end, face •A' is open 
to the exterior atmosphere while underside face 'B' is open to the 
roof void atmosphere. Two internal structural ribs are shown in 
this example and an "insect grid" is shown in the underside aperture. 
Figure 2. shows a section of roof with the fioliow plain tile 'A 1 
installed within a surrounding area of solid plain tiles. 
Figure 3. shows a pictorial view of an embodiment of the invention 
in an interlocking tile profile. When installed in a roof end face 'A' 
of the tile is open to the external atmospere while underside face 'B f 
is open to the roof void atmosphere. An example of the "insect grid" 
is shown in one of the end face apertures ' A 
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Figure 4. shows a section of roof with the hollow inter] ockings tile 
'A' installed within a surrounding area of interlocking solid tiles. 



A roofing tile of hollow construction which is campatable 
in dimensions and profile with the corresponding solid 
tile. 

Apertures in the tel low tile which interface with the roof 
void atmosphere and with the atmosphere external to the 
roof and allows air to flow freely between them. 

Ribs within the hollow tile where necessary for structural 
reasons 

Built-in or added grids to keep insects out of the roof 
void. 
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